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Extension Needs in Para Rubber Plantation Maintenance After Tapping
of Famers in Mueng Buengkan District of Buengkan Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) socio-economic circumstance
of para rubber farmers after tapping (2) para rubber maintenance circumstance after
tapping (3) extension of knowledge in para rubber plantation maintenance after
tapping (4) farmers’ problems and suggestion for extension in para rubber aintenance
after tapping.

The studied population was a number of 8,819 tapping farmers in Mueng
Buengkan District of Buengkan Province as of the record in the year 2010. The
sample groups included 400 farmers through simple random sampling and taking a
draw. The instrument for data collection was interview and data analysis by computer
programs. Statistics used were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum
value and standard deviation.

From the study, the following were major findings. (1) More than half of the
farmers were male with the average age at 51.59 years. Most of them became
members either specific agricultural group or agricultural institute. Their occupations
were para para rubber farmer and rice farmer. Almost all of them planted the para
rubber RRIM 600. Their average income from selling para rubber in the year 2011
was 454,465 baht. Their average occupied land was 31.99 rai. Their average para
rubber planting area was 23.50 rai. Their average tapping area was 20.59 rai. Their
average number of household tapping labor was 2.34 persons. (2) Every time, weed
flora would be eradicated by household labor prior to applying chemical fertilizer,
mostly formula 15-7-18 was used twice a year. The average quantity of applied
chemical fertilizer was 1.09 kg/tree/year by scattering along the patches. Their
average tapping was 6.05 years. Over half of them had started tapping when
measuring around the trunk less than 50 cm. About two-third of farmers used the
one-third of trunk tapping system, tapping every two days and skipping one day.
Almost all of the farmers did not use chemical substance to accelerate latex. They
produced para rubber cup lump for sale as well. (3) Almost all of the farmers needed
training workshops on mixing chemical fertilizer for their own use in para rubber
plantation, applying fertilizer according to soil analysis and study visit for group
development. (4) Farmers’ problem on expensive fertilizer and uncertain price of para
rubber was at high level. They asked the government sector to organize training
workshops, prepare and disseminate documents regarding plantation maintenance
after tapping, marketing control and agricultural extension agents’ visits to their
plantation.

Keywords: Extension needs Para Rubber Plantation Maintenance After Tapping,
Mueng Buengkan District of Buengkan Province
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